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5A General R egulatory Requirements for all Oceans Act  Marine Protected Areas  

 
The Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans has authority under the Oceans Act to designate Marine 

Protected Areas, by regulation, for the conservation and protection of: 
 

(a) commercial and non-commercial fishery resources and their habitats; 
(b) endangered or threatened species and their habitats; 
(c) unique habitats; 
(d) marine areas of high biodiversity or biological productivity; 
(e) any other marine resource or habitat as is necessary to fulfill the mandate of the Minister of Fisheries 

and Oceans. 
 
 

General Prohibitions (Prohibited Activities) 
 

The Oceans Act Marine Protected Areas regulations contain a general prohibition on the disturbance, 
damage, destruction or removal of any living marine organism or any part of its habitat within the Marine 
Protected Areas. In addition, the regulations prohibit the depositing, discharging or dumping of substances 
within the Marine Protected Areas that are likely to result in the disturbance, damage, destruction, or removal 
of any living organisms or any part of its habitat within the Marine Protected Area. These prohibitions apply to 
all vessel transits within the Marine Protected Areas. 

 
 

Exceptions (Permitted Activities) 
 

The regulations allow for the exercise of international navigational rights in the Marine Protected Areas year 
round. Vessels must operate in compliance with all relevant provisions of the Canada Shipping Act, 2001 and 
all relevant requirements of the International Maritime Organization. Vessels in non-compliance with these 
requirements contravene the Marine Protected Area regulations and are also subject to penalties under the 
Oceans Act. 

 

 The prohibitions do not apply to any movement or other activity that is carried out for the purpose of public 
safety, law enforcement or national security or for the exercise of Canadian sovereignty. 

 
 

 Report of Incident 
 

Any person involved in an incident that is likely to result in any prohibited activity shall, within two hours after 
its occurrence, report the incident to the Canadian Coast Guard.  

 
 

Penalties 
 

Individuals who contravene Oceans Act Marine Protected Areas regulations are guilty of an offence and 
liable to a fine not exceeding $500,000 (Oceans Act, s.37). Individuals who contravene these regulations 
may also be subject to penalties under other applicable Federal legislation. 

 
 

1. Marine Protected Areas in Eastern Canada 
 

The following section provides information on Marine Protected Areas that have been designated under the 
Oceans Act in Eastern Canada. 

 
 

1.1 The Gully Marine Protected Area 
 

The Gully Marine Protected Area was designated pursuant to the Oceans Act on May 7
th

, 2004. The full text 
of the regulations may be accessed in the Canada Gazette Part II, Vol. 138, No. 10, 663-668 

(http://canadagazette.gc.ca). 
  

http://canadagazette.gc.ca/
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Coordinates 

 

The Gully is a deep canyon ecosystem on the edge of the Scotian Shelf near Sable Island. The Gully Marine 
Protected Area is bounded by rhumb lines connecting the following geographical coordinates [North America 
Datum 1983 (NAD 83)/World Geodetic System (WGS 84)]. 

 

Point Latitude (North) Longitude (West) 

1 44° 13' 59° 06' 

2 43° 47' 58° 35' 

3 43° 35' 58° 35' 

4 43° 35' 59° 08' 

5 43° 55' 59° 08' 

6 44° 06' 59° 20' 

 
The Gully Marine Protected Area is shown in the map below: 
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Regulatory Requirements for Vessels Operating in the Gully Marine Protected Area 
 

¶ See Section 5A - General Regulatory Requirements for all Oceans Act Marine Protected Areas. 
 

¶ Specific requirements for the Gully Marine Protected Area 
 

o Be aware that for the Gully Marine Protected Area, the prohibitions extend to the vicinity of the 

Marine Protected Area. It is prohibited to carry out any activity in the vicinity of the Gully Marine 
Protected Area that is likely to result in the disturbance, damage, destruction or removal of any 
living marine organism or any part of its habitat within the Marine Protected Area. 

 

o Vessels must avoid discharge of ballast water in the Marine Protected Area. Please see the 
Ballast Water Control and Management Regulations for additional guidance (including exceptions) 
on ballast water management in and around the Marine Protected Area. 

 
 
Guidelines for Vessels Operating in the Area (Year Round) 
 

The following procedures are recommended in order to safeguard the Marine Protected Area and its 
resources. 
 
Marine Mammal Protection 
 

All marine mammal species are protected in the Marine Protected Area. The main species of concern are 
northern bottlenose, blue, fin, and Sowerbyôs beaked whales. The key threats associated with shipping are 
acoustic disturbances and vessel collisions. Vessels should adhere to the following measures to ensure 
marine mammal protection: 
 
1. Vessels should avoid passage through this area if possible. Avoidance is the most effective means to 

eliminate or reduce acoustic disturbances and vessel collisions. 
 
2. If passage through this area is required, decrease vessel speed to 10 knots or less and post a look-out 

to increase the likelihood of sighting and avoiding marine mammals. Increased caution must be 
exercised in conditions of reduced visibility, such as rain, fog, rough sea state, or at night. Be aware that 
marine mammals often travel in small groups dispersed over an area of several miles. 

 
3. Vessels should adhere to the following operating measures while maneuvering around marine 

mammals: 
 

- Avoid any sudden changes in speed or direction. 
- Avoid heading directly toward marine mammals. 
- Travel parallel to marine mammals. 
- If it is not possible to maneuver around a marine mammal or group of marine mammals, slow 

down immediately, maintain a minimum distance of 100 metres and wait until animals are more 
than 400 metres away before slowly resuming speed.  
 

Note: some marine mammal species require different minimum distances ï please refer to 

individual speciesô needs in Section 5 of this Notices to Mariners. 
 

- If operating a sailing vessel with an auxiliary motor, leave it in idle or use the echo sounder to 
signal presence. 

 
4. Vessels must comply with all relevant provisions of the Marine Mammal Regulations pursuant to the 

Fisheries Act. Further guidance is found in Section 5 - General Guidelines for Aquatic Species at 
Risk and Important Marine Mammal Areas. 

 
5. Report any marine mammal collisions, entanglements, distressed or dead animals to the marine animal 

emergency hotline (1-866-567-6277), or via VHF channel 16. Sightings of northern bottlenose, 
Sowerbyôs beaked, blue or North Atlantic right whales including location, date, and photos should be 
reported to XMARwhalesightings@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.  

XMARwhalesightings@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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Pollution Prevention 
 

The Marine Protected Area regulations apply to activities that may cause harm to the marine environment. 
Vessels must adhere to the following measures to ensure the protection of marine environmental quality: 
 
1. Vessels must avoid discharges, including ballast water, in the Marine Protected Area. Vessels should 

also avoid such discharges within a minimum distance of 50 kilometers (27 nautical miles) from the 
Marine Protected Area. 

 
2. Vessels must report any pollution sightings or incidents to the Canadian Coast Guard (1-800-565-1633 

or VHF channel 16). 
 
 
1.2 The Musquash Estuary Marine Protected Area 

 
The Musquash Estuary Marine Protected Area was designated pursuant to the Oceans Act on December 
14

th
, 2006. The full text of the regulations may be accessed in the Canada Gazette Part II, Vol. 140, No. 26, 

2324-2343 (http://canadagazette.gc.ca). 
 
Coordinates 

 
The Musquash Marine Protected Area consists of the waters that are within an area bounded by the low-
water line of the estuary and by the following rhumb lines to their respective points of intersection with the 
low-water line. All geographical coordinates (latitude and longitude) are expressed in the North America 
Datum 1983 (NAD 83) geodetic reference system. 
 

Point Latitude (North) Longitude (West) 

1 45° 11' 19.63ò 66° 15' 37.35ò 

2 45° 11' 23.96ò 66° 15' 33.38ò 

3 45° 08' 47.00ò 66° 15' 11.00ò 

4 45° 09' 08.91ò 66° 13' 55.87ò 

5 45° 08' 28.46ò 66° 15' 12.23ò 

6 45° 08' 14.39ò 66° 15' 35.50ò 

7 45° 08' 35.60ò 66° 14' 16.77ò 

 
The Musquash Estuary Marine Protected Area is shown in the map below: 
 

  

http://canadagazette.gc.ca/
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Regulatory Requirements for Vessels Operating in the Musquash Estuary Marine Protected Area 
 

¶ See Section 5A - General Regulatory Requirements for all Oceans Act Marine Protected Areas. 

 

¶ Specific requirements for the Musquash Estuary Marine Protected Area 

 
The Musquash Estuary Marine Protected Area is composed of three internal management zones (Zone 
1, Zones 2A and 2B, and Zone 3) in which different activities may be permitted, provided that they do 
not compromise the overall conservation objectives of the Marine Protected Area. 
 
o The operation of a motorized vessel is not permitted in Zone 1. 
 
o The operation of a vessel in Zones 2A and 2B is permitted at a speed no greater than 5 knots. 

 
o The operation of a vessel in Zone 3 is permitted at a speed no greater than 8 knots. 

 
 
1.3 Eastport Marine Protected Areas 

 
The Eastport Marine Protected Areas were designated pursuant to the Oceans Act on September 26

th
, 2005. 

The full text of the regulations may be accessed in the Canada Gazette Part II, Vol. 139, No. 21, 2277-2290 
(http://canadagazette.gc.ca). 
 
Coordinates 
 

The Eastport Marine Protected Areas consist of the waters surrounding Round Island and Duck Islands, in 
Bonavista Bay, Newfoundland as described below. All geographical coordinates (latitude and longitude) are 
expressed in the North America Datum 1983 (NAD 83) geodetic reference system. 
 
The Round Island Marine Protected Area comprises the area 198.12 m (650 ft) seaward from the low 

water line of the island.  
 
The Duck Island Marine Protected Area comprises the waters that are within an area bounded by the 

islandôs low water line to the outer limit defined by the following series of rhumb lines.  
 

Point Latitude (North) Longitude (West) 

1 48° 45ǋ 06" 53° 41ǋ 18" 

2 48° 44ǋ 30" 53° 40ǋ 42" 

3 48° 43ǋ 54" 53° 41ǋ 18" 

4 48° 44ǋ 30" 53° 42ǋ 06" 

 
The Duck Island and Round Island Marine Protected Areas are shown on the maps below: 
 

  

http://canadagazette.gc.ca/
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